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NEW JERSEY, February 7—“I know we should 
try to stop police brutality, but it seems like all 
these revolutions we are learning about show us we 
need a more revolutionary approach.” This was the 
conclusion a college student in New Jersey shared 
while summarizing an event featuring multiracial 
women and men student leaders from Kingsbor- 
ough Community College (KCC) in Brooklyn, New 
York. KCC students gave a presentation and a skit 
reenacting the racist attacks on students by college 
public safety officers (see article in 11/17/22 CHAL- 
LENGE) and participated in discussions with over 
50 New Jersey college students. One thing became 
clear: students are eager to challenge the racist and 
sexist system. Antiracist fightback is spreading, and 
the more it spreads, the more this racist, sexist, im- 
perialist capitalist system is doomed. 


Communists in the Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP) were also present to distribute CHALLENGE. 
Between the presentation and revolutionary com- 
munist politics, debates and discussions show that 
these working class students are more than capa- 
ble of both analyzing the world and organizing to 
change it. Workers and students like them can and 
should run the world—that’s communism, and our 
fight for that world is expanding! 


The struggle spreads 
and sharpens 


To the New Jersey college students in attend- 
ance, the first reaction to hearing about the strug- 
gle at KCC was disbelief and stunned silence. Upon 
viewing an improvised skit to illustrate KCC Public 
Safety’s appalling assault on the student, questions 
and comments began to pour in with some stu- 
dents sharing how this resonated with their own 
experiences. 


New Jersey students took over from the KCC stu- 
dents in leading the discussion and sharp debates 
followed. Some students suggested that the police 
can be reformed through “better training” and 
“building bridges with the community” through 
diverse inclusion and representation on the police 
force. Other students responded that the history of 
policing itself dates back to racist slave patrols, and 
an inherently racist system cannot be reformed. 
The murder of Tyre Nichols by five Black cops is a 
good example that shows how reforming the police 
is a dead end. 


From Tyre Nichols to the KCC students’ own 
experiences, Black cops, under a Black police chief 
and (at KCC) a Black college president have only 
changed the appearance of capitalist oppression. 


The underlying essence of increasing brute force, 
obedience and terror disproportionately target- 
ing Black, Latin and immigrant workers —fas- 
cism— is concealed by identity politics pushed 
by the very same liberal politicians today sending 
billions of dollars in weapons to the capitalists run- 
ning Ukraine and Taiwan. Soon enough, they will be 
sending working class youth here to kill other work- 
ing class youth in Russia and China, and die for U.S. 
imperialism. 

At places like KCC, however, the capitalists’ 
bootlicking servants are letting their mask of iden- 
tity politics slip enough to reveal who they really 
serve. As our struggle spreads, communists in PLP 
are organizing to channel working class resistance 
exemplified by these students into class war against 
fascism and imperialist war for communism. 


‘A Single spark can 
start a prairie fire’ 
The success of this college event is a political 


victory and reveals the potential for a mass militant 
antiracist student movement beyond New Jersey 
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OUR FIGHT 


¥«Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 


¥«The dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP. 


¥«Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator- 
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion. 


YeWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism. 


¥«Communism means working collectively 

to build a worker-run society. We will abol- 
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment, 

communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens. 


¥«Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig- 
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
class. 


¥«Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


¥«Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party. 


v«Communism means that the minds of mil- 
lions of workers must become free from reli- 
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana- 
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations. 


¥«Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 
communist organizers. Join Us! 


CONTACT US 


Email 

desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail 

Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Online 


www.plp.org 
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@PLPCHALLENGE 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 


CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro- 
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL- 
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individual. 


While an article may be written by one per- 
son, the final version is based on collective dis- 
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article. 


CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009- 
1049) published bi-weekly by Challenge Peri- 
odicals. 1 issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: 
$15. Send address changes to CHALLENGE 
Periodicals, GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202, 
March 1, 2023°Volume 55 No. 5 
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Editorial 
U.S., China up the 
ante in war 


preparations 


The two imperialist superpowers are accelerating 
toward World War III, with more brazen provocations 
by the day. Since shooting down an apparent Chinese 
spy balloon on February 4, the U.S. military has downed 
three unidentified flying objects over Alaska and Cana- 
da that “might turn out to be harmless commercial or 
research efforts that posed no real threat to the United 
States” (New York Times, 2/14). The Joe Biden adminis- 
tration blacklisted five Chinese companies accused of 
links to military surveillance programs—barely a week 
after the U.S. expanded its footprint on military bases 
in the Philippines less than 200 miles south of Taiwan. 


As rulers in both the U.S. and China promote an orgy 
of patriotism, we need to remember that capitalism is 
a system based on theft from workers and the violent 
elimination of any and all competition. As Lenin point- 
ed out in Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capital- 
ism, war between rival imperialist powers is inevitable. 
Driven by their relentless pursuit of maximum profits, 
the capitalist bosses continuously seek to redivide the 
world’s markets and resources. The lethal, racist U.S. 
ruling class is ramping up nationalism and anti-China 
rhetoric to prepare for the next global war. China’s vi- 
cious, racist bosses have been whipping up mass fervor 
to recover “lost” territories for years. Neither side can 
afford to lose; neither can settle to be “number two.” 


The coming imperialist war between the U.S. and 
China will likely dwarf World War II’s death toll of 70 
million and poison much of the planet. But the inter- 
national working class has no side in this fight. Only 
a communist revolution to overthrow the warmakers 
and smash their murderous plans can save our class 
and eliminate the root of these conflicts: the capital- 
ist system itself. In Russia and China, in the wake of 
both World War I and World War II, the old communist 
movement turned imperialist wars into revolutionary 
wars, seized state power, and established workers’ dic- 
tatorships. Progressive Labor Party (PLP) has a long and 
proud history of organizing against imperialist war and 
for revolution for communism. 


China preps for 
imperialist slaughter 


One year ago, shortly before the start of the war in 
Ukraine, China declared a “no-limits” partnership with 
Russia. Despite pressure from the U.S., they have not 
backed down. While not directly involved in the fight- 
ing, China is now Russia’s biggest customer for oil. Chi- 
na’s bosses are also studying the Russian playbook for 
lessons to apply to their planned takeover of Taiwan. 
According to a leaked internal memo, U.S. Air Force 
General Michael Minihan is predicting war between 
the U.S. and China over Taiwan in 2025 (South China 
Morning Post, 02/09). China has repeatedly warned 
the U.S. to stay away from Taiwan, and conducted live 
military exercises after former House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s visit to the contested island last year. 


Joint naval drills by China, Russia, and South Africa 
were scheduled to begin on February 17. China’s rulers 
have steadily increased military spending, to the point 
where their navy is now larger than that of the U.S. 
(CNN, 02/03). Their ships are also more capable of nav- 
igating shallow waters in the South China Sea—another 
potential flashpoint. 


Even as the U.S. attempts to improve its military 
foothold in East Asia, China is strengthening its mili- 
tary and economic ties in its home region. The Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership, a free trade 
pact that includes Australia, Japan, Indonesia, and Viet- 
nam, gives China a clear advantage in writing the rules 
for business for 30 percent of the world’s population. 
Despite an aging population and slowing economic 
growth, China has one other big edge over the divided 
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U.S. bosses: a united ruling class that is further along 
the path to full-blown fascism. 


U.S. bosses out for blood 


The main wing of the U.S. ruling class, represent- 
ing finance capital, is mounting an aggressive strat- 
egy to contain China. Richard Haass, president of the 
Council on Foreign Relations, is demanding a “forceful” 
response if China moves on Taiwan (Foreign Affairs, 
September-October 2022). He’s calling for a massive 27 
percent increase in the Pentagon’s budget, to more than 
$1 trillion. Haas is demanding the “promotion of order” 
over “democracy and human rights”—not that U.S. for- 
eign policy ever shied away from murdering workers en 
masse when money was at stake. 


The proposed military buildup aligns with recent 
U.S. maneuvering in the Pacific. Last year’s U.S.-British 
agreement to provide nuclear-powered submarines to 
Australia was just the beginning of a plan to surround 
China with a ring of fire. The U.S. has bludgeoned Japan 
into buying hundreds of U.S. Tomahawk cruise missiles 
and to approve a “more lethal” deployment of U.S. Ma- 
rines in Okinawa, a Japanese island less than 400 miles 
from Taiwan and barely 500 miles from Shanghai, Chi- 
na’s largest city (NYT, 1/11). The new U.S.-Philippines 
deal was equally ominous. According to a former Biden 
adviser, the bases in the Philippines “would be critical 
launch and resupply points in a war with China” (NYT, 
2/3). 


The U.S.-China trade war, declared by ex-president 
Donald Trump, has evolved into permanent tariffs on 
$350 billion of Chinese exports. China has retaliated 
with tariffs on U.S. exports. Economic tensions esca- 
lated last October, when the U.S. banned sales to China 
of semiconductors and the machines that build them, 
and even barred U.S. citizens from working on them. 
The objective: “strangling with an intent to kill” China’s 
technology industry, particularly corporations “closely 
allied with China's military” (NYT, 10/20/22). 


More recently, days after the spy balloon humili- 
ation, Biden issued an executive order to restrict U.S. 
investment in China in “advanced technologies that 
could be used in war.” The order targeted U.S. hedge 
funds and equity firms trying to make a quick buck 
at the expense of the broader needs of the U.S. ruling 
class. Democratic Congresswoman Maxine Waters, a 
reliable stooge for finance capital, complained about 
those “funding adversarial actions of the Chinese gov- 
ernment” (NYT, 2/9). 


The biggest problem for the warmakers is their 
need to win reluctant workers to fight and die for their 
profits. Because capitalism feeds off racism like rats on 
garbage, institutions like the U.S. military are racist to 
the core. But to create a larger “multiracial” military, 
the rulers desperately need to recruit Black and Latin 
students into the officer corps—the logic behind man- 
datory enrollment programs for Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps in urban high schools (NYT, 12/11/22). 


We've got to fight back 


As bosses in both the U.S. and China up the ante in 
preparing for war, it’s time for PLP members and friends 
around the world to go on the offensive by exposing the 
imperialists’ motivation and strategy. We can connect 
these war plans to every struggle we're immersed in, 
from the fightback against racist cop terror to strikes to 
struggles for decent healthcare. We can expose univer- 
sity and corporate connections to the war buildup and 
move masses into action against these pro-imperialist 
institutions. The only solution to capitalist butchery is 
to turn the guns around—to fight to transform imperi- 
alist wars into revolutionary wars for communism. Join 
PLP! © 
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Transit strike vs pols & boss 
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Loudoun County, VA, February 14 
OLIS” rang out today as about 100 transit workers 
in ATU Local 689 and their allies took their over- 
month-long strike to the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors. Their demand? End the politicians’ 
deal with Keolis. The workers exposed a gang-up of 
these “progressive” political leaders with Keolis, the 
$6 billion French transit company perpetuating a 
two-tier wage system and cuts to benefits. 


i 


The Loudoun politicians, despite their croco- 
dile tears for workers, are proving yet again that 
the state is a tool of capitalist class domination. By 
definition, the bosses’ politicians cannot represent 
workers’ interests. Workers must fight them and the 
Keolis bosses tooth and nail, defeating them and 
their entire system with communist revolution. 


Progressive Labor Party (PLP) members have 
played an important role in this strike. We have 
joined picket lines and brought revolutionary ideas 
by sharing CHALLENGE newspaper with scores of 
workers. We protested with workers at the French 
embassy and mobilized transit workers from other 
jurisdictions to join the picket lines (see previous 
strike reports in CHALLENGE, 2/1 and 2/15). 


Reject cuts and wage disparity 


Today’s action featured a fiery speech by a PLP 
member, the former president of striking ATU Lo- 
cal 689. He declared, to unanimous cheers, that if 
the workers’ demands were not met, the workers 
should initiate a general strike. Such an action, he 
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said, would build on the great 1968 general strike 
in France that brought the French bosses to their 
knees and led to big increases in wages and ben- 
efits. 


Multiracial workers also spoke about the des- 
perate need for significant improvements in their 
contract in order to survive. The two most pressing 
concerns are cuts to benefits and unequal wages: 
one pay scale for the union-represented commuter 
bus drivers, and one for the non-union local bus 
drivers. Workers are refusing this division between 
local and commuter drivers. 


Union leaders have begun to take a more mili- 
tant line—the current Local 689 president declared 
that he would not be fooled by politicians again and 
would not support any of them in the next election. 


But the International union leaders continue 
to emphasize relying on Democratic politicians, 
which ties workers to the capitalist system. 


The PLP approach of building a revolutionary 
party within these front-line battles in the class 
struggle must replace this self-defeating march to 
the ballot box. 


Strike fever 


Why did the workers zero in on the Loudoun 
Board of Supervisors? These politicians have a con- 
tract with bottom-feeding, Nazi-linked Keolis (At- 
lantic, 3/18/2014) which states that the company 
would be fined daily for failing to provide service 
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— something Keolis can’t do with a 95 percent effec- 
tive strike! But the politicians were happy to violate 
their own contract and not enforce fines against 
Keolis. The failure of the politicians to punish the 
French company in this wealthy suburban area 
has allowed the company to stonewall the strik- 
ing workers rather than negotiate to meet their de- 
mands. As we have seen in countless strikes over 
the years, politicians will offer aid to their real 
bosses, the capitalist bosses who own the means 
of production. Workers may vote but capitalists are 
the rulers. 


Strike action against Keolis has spread beyond 
Loudoun County. Teamsters local 639 in Prince Wil- 
liam County, VA struck Keolis this week and joined 
today’s rally in solidarity. Keolis was run out of its 
contract in Las Vegas (thisisreno.com, 2/14), and 
lost its contract in Raleigh, NC as well. The transit 
workers in Reno have struck three times against 
Keolis to try for a decent contract. Strikes, as Lenin 
said, are schools for war where workers learn to 
fight against their class enemy, the bosses. Strike 
fever is growing! 


Working-class solidarity 


PLP members linked this transit fight to the in- 
tense negotiations between Montgomery County 
teachers (MCEA) with their Board of Education, 


Continued on page 5 


Black student,worker leadership key 


Continued from page 1 


and CUNY. For Kingsborough students and faculty, 
the opportunity to return to New Jersey and share 
organizing experiences brought us full-circle: we 
first came to New Jersey last year to help pack the 
courts during the antiracist fightback at the Rod- 
well-Spivey trial. 

Student eyewitness reports of the bosses’ legal 
system threatening Justin Rodwell with over 40 
years in prison for trumped-up charges inspired 
mass growth in KCC’s antiracist club Common 
Ground in defense of the Rodwell-Spivey brothers. 
With one of our new student comrades bringing 
a wealth of fighting experience from the student 
movement in Haiti, the antiracist movement built 
last year continued growing and is now leading 
mass antiracist fightback at KCC. 


Racist school administrations 
in NY/NJ can catch a fire 
As the event was closed and to nurture the 
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growing bonds of working class solidarity, students 
and faculty heard reports from other racist attacks 
and antiracist struggles and discussed how to link 
them together. From supporting an antiracist high 
school teacher recently terminated to supporting 
student strike organizing at Rutgers, this period of 
relative student growth means students and faculty 
have a responsibility to continue building a mili- 
tant antiracist movement. 


Another concluding organizing lesson was the 
importance of consistently waging antiracist fight- 
back while building a multiracial base with an em- 
phasis on Black student leadership. A New Jersey 
student commented on the worldwide character 
of the response to the mass Black worker-led rebel- 
lions after George Floyd’s murder. He reasoned that 
workers around the world are inspired by and look 
in solidarity to the Black working class for political 
leadership, to the extent that both Black workers’ 
culture and resistance are appreciated and emulat- 
ed worldwide. Black student and worker leadership 
is key to our multiracial working class movement, 


www.plp.org 


and as communist leaders will be the key force in 
smashing capitalism once and for all. 


Smashing borders 
locally prepares us globally 


Back on the KCC students’ side, organizing and 
traveling to New Jersey also enabled us to bridge 
the psychological distance between our areas. 
Even though New York/ New Jersey are part of the 
same metropolitan area and connected at points by 
mass transit, many KCC students had neither been 
to New Jersey nor felt totally comfortable making 
the trip. The bosses’ media obsession with subway 
crime sees these divisions. 


While not having the same hurdles as crossing 
the bosses’ borders from Haiti to the Dominican 
Republic or Mexico to the U.S., students and work- 
ers separated by a few miles and a river overcome 
these barriers and are planning to do it again. From 
Newark to Brooklyn and New York to Beijing, the 
struggle continues! 
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Cop city, training ground for fascism 


ATLANTA, GA, February 15-Rejecting much of 
the bosses’ liberalism over the past year, the work- 
ing class has taken direct action against the building 
of Cop City, destroying vehicles, damaging banks, 
and erecting a tent city to try to stop the construc- 
tion of this urban warfare training center. Within 
the context of 19 protesters being arrested and 
charged with terrorism, the Atlanta Police Depart- 
ment (APD) murdered Latin worker Manuel “Tortu- 
gita'' Teran during a raid to clear the encampment. 


After weeks of militant multiracial fightback led 
by Black and Latin workers, the APD released body 
camera footage of the killing. The Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation, Atlanta’s killer kkkops, and politi- 
cians claim that Tort shot cops first, and thus, “de- 
served” to die. However, Tort’s family in Panama 
and friends in Atlanta called it: the police shot each 
other first and used it as ammunition to shoot at 
workers occupying the forest and killed Tort with 13 
shots in the crossfire. 


For the last two years, working-class fight- 
ers have occupied the Atlanta forest in protest of 
what fighters call ‘Cop City,’ a 85-acre $90 million 
police training facility through an Atlanta forest. 
Police forces from Atlanta to Israel will learn how 
to squelch working-class rebellion, especially any 
fightback led by communist fighters like Progres- 
sive Labor Party (PLP). 


With bosses in the U.S, China, and Russia ramp- 
ing up for World War III, and the U.S. bosses sink- 
ing deeper into crisis the last thing they need is 


militant multiracial working class rebellion in the 
urban centers. 


The desperate rulers will need fascism to disci- 
pline the working class and will need to build more 
kkkop cities to keep workers in check as they spend 
trillions oiling their war machine while workers are 
pushed into starvation and homelessness. Black 
liberal mayors across the U.S. are proving they are 
the best candidates for the job. 


Black-led city attacks 
Black workers 


Georgia is a key state in the battle to win work- 
ers to pledge allegiance to the U.S. The bosses plan 
to build Cop City in “South River Forest,” called 
the Weelaunee Forest, “one of Atlanta's largest re- 
maining green spaces, a prime example of envi- 
ronmental racism. The forest encompasses a three- 
hundred-acre, city-owned tract of land that sits in 
a poor and predominantly Black” part of Atlanta 
(New Yorker, 8/3/22). 


After the police murder of George Floyd in 
2020, Atlanta workers responded with mass anti- 
racist protest, marching toward and smashing the 
headquarters of U.S. liberal news media- the CNN 
building. 

Keisha Lance Bottoms— former mayor of At- 
lanta and now part of the Jim Crow Biden adminis- 
tration—supports Cop City and openly shamed the 
protestors’ militancy and left her position to make 


way for liberal misleaders like Mayor Andre Dick- 
ens, Senator Reverend Warnock and Stacey Abrams. 


“Most of the residents in neighborhoods around 
the forest are Black and municipal planning has ne- 
glected the area for decades. The plans to preserve 
the forest and make it a historic public amenity 
were adopted in 2017 as part of Atlanta’s city char- 
ter, or constitution. But the Atlanta city council 
wound up approving the training center anyway...” 
(The Guardian, 1/23) 


The bosses want to ensure that they have a mili- 
tarized and functioning force to attack the working 
class. The U.S. ruling class and bosses all over the 
world want to be prepared for the international up- 
risings that will spring up in the wake racist police 
murders. 


Liberal politics 
and police murder 


PLP stands with the protests against Cop City. 
With Cop City now being green-lighted, it is more 
urgent than ever that PLers connect the struggle to 
what’s happening locally and internationally. Anti- 
racist leaders are calling protests the week of Febru- 
ary 19-26. 

For our class to smash racist police terror, 
workers around the world must commit to build- 
ing a Party that will organize and shape struggle, 
galvanize it and focus it, and push for communist 
revolution.& 


Avatar 2 a green capitalist fable 


Avatar 2: The Way of Water, James Cameron’s 
highly anticipated follow-up to his 2010 film, the 
highest-grossing film of all time, has already earned 
2.2 billion dollars. Clocking in at three and a half 
hours, what makes Avatar 2 a worthy watch is not 
its visually arresting graphics or the universal ac- 
claim it received from the bosses' media. The film 
contains some important themes that will spark 
political discussions where we can counter the 
bosses' ideology with pro-worker and communist 
ideas. Make no mistake, the purpose ofall art under 
capitalism is to reinforce the ideas that help the rul- 
ers maintain their power while degrading the work- 
ing class, so that we believe we are powerless and 
incapable of transforming or running society. If we 
peel away its fantastical veneer of “radicalism” we 
find that Avatar 2 is a liberal anticommunist film. 


Like the film’s predecessor, Avatar 2 vividly 
showcases the evils of imperialism as seen through 
the Resources Development Administration’s (RDA) 
violent plunder of Pandora, a habitable moon on 
Alpha Centauri, to extract unobtanium, a rare earth 
compound found there. The second installment of 
Avatar kicks off more than a decade after Jake joins 
the Na'vi and leads the war against the RDA (sky 
people). Jake and Neytiri are now husband and wife 
with four children. After turning earth into a barren 
planet the RDA returns to Pandora in an effort to 
colonize it for human settlement. Jake and Neytiri’s 
idyllic family life in the Pandoran paradise is up- 
rooted by RDA's attack on their clan, and they’re 
forced to flee- much like the international working 
class around the world does everyday to escape the 
deadly grip of U.S. imperialism. 


Alienating class conflict 


While the film does a good job of making us 
hate imperialism and its disastrous consequences 
such as genocide and environmental destruction, 
it promotes harmful, racist, anti-worker ideas. The 
most damaging aspect of Avatar 2 is that it is de- 
void of class analysis. Although it depicts the colo- 
nization of Pandora by the RDA and we clearly see 
that the Tulkan hunters are capitalists driven by the 
profit motive, the central conflict is not between 
workers and bosses, but between natives and set- 
tlers. This is clear in its one-dimensional represen- 
tation of the antagonists and protagonists. In the 
film, most if not all humans are rotten capitalists 
from the imperialist RDA, to the violent military 
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recruits, and the Tulkun hunting capitalists who 
wish to kill these enormous manatee-like animals 
to extract highly profitable age-defying serum out 
of their brains. 


The only humans who are depicted as “good” 
are those who surrender to nature like Jake who 
goes native and Spider, the villainous general 
Quatrich’s son, who rejects his militaristic human 
father and is loyal to the Na'vi. The working class 
is virtually non-existent in this fanciful tale. This 
perpetuates the myth that workers are responsible 
for climate change. The does not make a distinc- 
tion between workers and capitalists and lays the 
blame on all humanity for environmental destruc- 
tion and imperialist violence. By contrast, the film 
relies on the racist myth of the noble savage to de- 
pict the Na’vi as pure people in communion with 
nature who are powerless against the forces of pro- 
gress. It never shows technology being developed 
by the native population except for bows and ar- 
rows. It keeps them entirely ensconced within the 
archetype of the noble primitive. By keeping them 
in an Eden, the film enables the audience to iden- 
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tify and even sympathize with the Na'vi while still 
being able to disassociate themselves from them as 
fellow workers. 


At best Avatar 2 promotes nationalistic indig- 
enous decolonial struggles as opposed to revo- 
lutionary class struggle. In the film's climax, we 
witness the positive character development of the 
Metkayina Clan, an oceanic Na’vi species who later 
abandon their pacifism after captain Miles Quat- 
rich teams up with poachers who kill a Tulkuln to 
draw out Jake Sully. The Metkayina join forces with 
the Sullys and a fierce Tulkun and defeat the RDA 
and the poachers. While this demonstrates an overt 
rejection of pacifism in favor of armed struggle 
there is no political ideology grounding the Na’vi’s 
struggle. Instead, what is waged is a moralistic war 
against good and evil fueled by a kind of tribal na- 
tionalism, spirituality, familial protection 


Cameron builds a liberal Eden 


So, why did James Cameron spend an obscene 
amount of money, making a movie about the wage- 
less, moneyless, primitive communism of a popu- 
lation being plundered? And what message does a 
film made by one of the wealthiest and most cele- 
brated directors have for workers? Though the film 
does communicate the need for violence against 
imperialist exploitation, it never creates a moment 
where the working class can see themselves as 
revolutionary agents. By making the protagonists 
a different species, living on another planet in the 
distant future, Cameron is telling the modern pro- 
letariat that they are ill-equipped to smash capital- 
ism. They should adapt to climate change embrace 
eco capitalism and live in harmony with nature like 
the Na’vi. 

Far from promoting a revolutionary message, 
Cameron believes that a kinder greener capitalism 
is possible. A self-professed environmentalist and 
vegan, Cameron' Avatar films promote his liberal 
politics, championing individualism and roman- 
ticizing primitive communism. For Cameron all 
worker's need to do is be in tune with nature and 
live a “responsible” green capitalist lifestyle. Still, 
Avatar 2 is worth watching if only for the oppor- 
tunities it creates to counter the myth that only a 
morally superior alien species is powerful enough 
to smash imperialism with real-life historical ex- 
amples of revolutionary working-class heroism 
from the Soviet Union to China. 
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Communist ideas made Red Army’s victory possible 


February 2023 marks the 80th anniversary of the 
defeat at Stalingrad of the German Nazis and their 
allies by the Red Army of the Soviet Union. While 
the communists of the Soviet Union appealed to 
nationalism during World War II with their slogan 
to Defend the Motherland, Stalingrad was a victory 
for the international working class. This communist 
victory over the Nazis was the turning point of WWII 
and it sparked an increase of worldwide resistance 
to the Nazis. 


In 2012, the German magazine Der Spiegel 
published a commentary by journalist Michael 
Sontheimer about the then-new book by German- 
American professor Jochen Hellbeck, The Stalingrad 
Protocols (in German, Die Stalingrad-Protokolle). 
Hellbeck also wrote a follow-up book in 2015 called 
Stalingrad: The City That Defeated the Third Reich. 


Hellbeck’s book “provides the first precise ac- 
count of the battle of Stalingrad from the perspec- 
tive of ordinary soldiers.” The following shows how 
the communist ideas of a “political officer” and mo- 
rale building made the Red Army’s victory at Stalin- 
grad possible. In the fight against fascism, political 
unity was paramount. 


Unlike how capitalist militaries view soldiers— 
as cannon fodder to fight and die in the bosses’ 
wars—communists view soldiers as thinking and 
feeling beings who have the potential for political 
consciousness and the ability to run the world. 


Below are excerpts from the Spiegel article 


Hellbeck’s discoveries in the former Soviet ar- 
chives completely undermine the argument 
-- put forward by the Nazis and repeated by 
the West during the Cold War -- that the Red 
Army soldiers only fought so fiercely because 
they would have otherwise been shot by 
members of the secret police. A few were shot 
for cowardice. But Soviet soldiers' willingness 
to make sacrifices could not be attributed to 
such repressive measures. 


A key role was played by so-called “political 
officers,” who repeatedly assured the enlisted 
men that they were risking their lives for their 
people's freedom. They endeavored to moti- 
vate the soldiers and address their concerns 
to boost their fighting morale. 


The interviews also show that devoted Com- 
munists felt that they had to play a leading 


role everywhere. Brigade Commissar Vasilyev 
said: “It was viewed as a disgrace if a Com- 
munist was not the first to lead the soldiers 
into battle.” At the front in Stalingrad, the 
number of card-carrying party members 
rose between August and October 1942 from 
28,500 to 53,500. 


“The Red Army was a political army,” says histo- 
rian Hellbeck. 


Role of the ‘Politruks’ 


The Red Army had a politruk, a political officer 
whose role was seen as important as a unit com- 
mander. One was assigned in every unit. The po- 
litical officer was in charge of the political education 
and morale of the soldiers. 


In addition to lecturing the soldiers on the 
wartime situation, the political officers en- 
gaged them in personal conversations. “At 
night,” said Lieutenant Colonel Yakov Du- 
brovsky, “the fighters are more inclined to 
speak openly, and one can crawl inside their 
souls.” 


Battalion Commissar Pyotr Molchanov add- 
ed: ‘A soldier is stuck in the trenches for an 
entire month. He doesn't see anyone aside 
from his neighbor, and suddenly the com- 
missar approaches him, tells him something, 
says a friendly word to him, greets him. This 
is of enormous importance.” 


The political officers occasionally also dis- 
tributed chocolate and mandarins to the 
demoralized comrades. One of them, Izer 
Ayzenberg, from the 38th rifle division, used 
to tour the trenches with his ‘agitation suit- 
case.” Aside from brochures and books, it con- 
tained games like checkers and dominoes. 


The aim was for the soldiers to [not be] driv- 
en by fear, but instead to use their political 
awareness to overcome [wartime] distress. 
Consequently, the Communists saw it as a 
sign of weakness when captured German 
soldiers described themselves as apolitical. 
In their opinion, the true will to win could 
only be developed by those who believed they 
served a higher purpose. 


Hellbeck’s book makes it clear that it was their 
communist ideology that made the Red Army un- 


Loudoun transit strikers 


confront bosses & politicians 


Continued from page 3 


received posters reflecting the broad importance of 
the struggle in transit. Transit and transit workers are 
essential to the bosses’ ability to run society. Even 
during the beginning of the pandemic, the bosses 
understood the necessity of keeping transit running. 


One of the strikers who spoke carried and waved 
the sign, “A GOOD CONTRACT = PUBLIC HEALTH.” 

Other workers welcomed the sign, “TEACHERS 
SUPPORT TRANSIT WORKERS.” 

Our Party fights for multiracial struggle and in- 
ternationalism. A transit strike in Loudoun County 


f impacts workers all over the world. We talked with 


workers about a Senegalese railroad strike in 1947 


| that lasted 4 months, recounted in God's Bits of Wood 


by Ousmane Sembene. That story also ends with a 
speech calling for a general strike in Dakar, Senegal, 
which linked nicely to the PLP call for a general strike 


here. 


Of course, even a general strike and militant up- 


< risings alone cannot defeat capitalism and racism. 
` We call on workers to channel this militancy into 


SS building a revolutionary communist Party to smash 


sharing flyers from that struggle in Amharic, 
English and Spanish. PLers also brought some well- 
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this criminal system, and create a society led by 
workers that guarantees a decent life, without exploi- 
tation, for all. As the major imperialist powers build 
toward world war, workers will be under increasing 
pressure to sacrifice and produce for the bosses. The 
workers in Loudoun County are providing the leader- 
ship we need to defeat the bosses and build a world 
run by and for the working class. & 
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General, your Tank 
By Bertolt Brecht 


General 
General, your tank is a powerful vehicle 


It smashes down forests and crushes a 
hundred men. 


But it has one defect: 
It needs a driver. 


General, your bomber is powerful. 


It flies faster than a storm and carries 
more than an elephant. 


But it has one defect: 
It needs a mechanic. 


General, man is very useful. 


He can fly and he can kill. 


But he has one defect: 
He can think. 


beatable. Political training was more important 
than just military training by itself. Winning the 
hearts and minds of workers is a lifelong battle. Our 
ideas and communist consciousness are powerful 
weapons against the oppression of capitalism. 


In today’s 2023 world where war between impe- 
rialists is on the horizon, it is important to bear in 
mind the potential for soldiers to become politically 
conscious and turn the guns around. Organizing for 
revolution means educating masses soldiers—and 
workers and students—with communist ideas. 


Stalingrad struck like 
a thunderbolt 


In an extensively researched article (nationalw- 
w2museum.org, January 31, 2023) contributor Jason 
Dawsey writes the victory at Stalingrad “struck the 
rest of Europe, indeed the globe, like a thunderbolt.” 
Dawsey then makes an impressive list of the inter- 
national effects of Stalingrad. The communists of 
the Soviet Union did not have to appeal to nation- 
alism. Workers everywhere, with their actions, were 

embracing communist internationalism. 


Here is just a glimpse of what Stalingrad 
meant to the international working class: At the 
beginning of the Battle in September of 1942, 
the New York Times writes that if the Soviets 
win, “the event could mean the turning of the 
tide not only in Russia but all over the world.” 

In Italy, workers at a Fiat factory went on 
strike a month after the Nazis are defeated at 
Stalingrad. The strike spreads to the railroads 


and to other factories. Accounts spread that Jo- 
seph Stalin is soon to arrive in Italy. 


For the French resistance “a new optimism 
was unleashed by the victory at Stalingrad.” 


In the Netherlands in April and May “more 
than 500,000 participated in a strike against 
the conscription of workers” by the Nazis. “... 
in Denmark, Stalingrad provided new impetus 
for individuals to more directly resist. Attacks 
by Danish resisters almost doubled” in the 
months after Stalingrad. 


A pro communist neighborhood in Ath- 
ens, Greece became known as “Little Stalin- 
grad.” For Jewish workers hiding in the Lvov 
Ghetto the victory at Stalingrad “was truly a 
reason to celebrate.” Dawsey summarizes: 
“The Red Army’s achievement in 1942-43 ... 
This monumental success on the Russian bat- 
tlefield stirred expectations among resistance 
fighters in country after country suffering un- 
der Nazi or collaborationist rule. Hundreds of 
thousands would eventually join the struggle 
against Hitler.” © 
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LETTERS 


Connect Tyre to 
others killed by kkkops 


Recently our club joined with 20 other 
demonstrators to demand justice for Tyre 
Nichols and other victims of murders by 
cops. We met at the 50th precinct in the 
Bronx. This station is the home of cops who 
refused to investigate nooses hung in Van 
Cortland Park. These kkkops had the nerve 
to say they were hung there to suspend pifia- 
tas for a party, but there had been no party 
in the park.The 50th is also home to the 
cop who pummeled young Alfred Burns 
twelve times. The precinct captain, when 
challenged about this abuse, cheerfully said: 
“This boy is a scourge on the Bronx and the 
next time he doesn’t comply we'll have to 
shoot him!” 


The group included a number of stu- 
dents and faculty from Manhattan College 
who are excited to be working more closely 
with us. Others came from our Racial Jus- 
tice coalition. We aimed our poster at the 
cop station, chanted loudly, and then shared 
accounts of other racist murders like Debo- 
rah Danner and Ramarley Graham. The 
action was covered by TV12 and we were 
interviewed by a local paper. We vowed to 
keep up the fight and to keep the pressure 
up on our local cops to make them back off 
their racist policing. 


CAPITALISM IS THE VIRUS. COMMUNISM IS THE CURE. 
@rlpchatienge | plp.org 


Oppose Biden’s eugenic 
covid policies 

The Biden Administration announced it 
will end the emergency provisions for Cov- 
id-19 on May 11, 2023. This has ominous 
implications for millions of people in the 
U.S. It means an end to free medications like 
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We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 


Paxlovid, which will now cost $100-130 per 
dose, masks, and tests. An end to expanded 
Medicaid will leave millions uninsured. An 
end to access to food stamps for millions 
and an end to eviction prevention funds will 
increase hunger and homelessness. Medi- 
care funded telehealth for seniors will end 
in 2024. This will imperil more people with 
Covid-19 especially as the more communi- 
cable variants of the virus arise. 


At this date, 400 people are dying each 
day as people surrender their masks and have 
inadequate ventilation. Why? The capitalists 
are eager to get people back to the workplace 
to keep their crisis ridden system afloat. 


Once again capitalism reveals its disgust- 
ingly racist and sexist disregard for, poor, 
Black, brown, disabled, elderly, retired, and 
indigenous workers. 


Once you’re too old or sick to work and 
are not producing profit, you’re worthless 
and marginalized. Public health activists 
around the U.S. are circulating this peti- 
tion and writing articles to alert the public. 
Please share this petition with your friends 
and organizations: “Oppose Ending the Na- 
tional and Public Health Emergency Decla- 
rations; https://tinyurl.com/prwuzf2s. And 
join the Progressive Labor Party to end the 
rule of the rich. 


My first MTA union meeting 


In January, I attended the TWU Local 
100 mass membership meeting for New 
York CIty Metropolitan Transportation Au- 
thority (MTA) workers. This was our first 
such meeting since the Covid-19 pandemic; 
it was my first ever. With our contract being 
up in May, many of my colleagues were no 
doubt looking to the union heads to show 
strong leadership in our imminent fight 
against management. 


But, of course, the meeting instead ex- 
emplified how much in bed Local 100 is 
with the racist MTA bosses. 


After the meeting’s initial meet and greet 
with separate departments, we were directed 
to a larger hall, where we sat and listened 
to these phonies tell us how they will bring 
a fight, while their actions have shown oth- 
erwise. 


I also took note that the rank and file did 
not get a Q & A session to hold their feet to 
the fire...a clear harbinger of what was to 
come. 


John Samuelsen, former Local 100 
President and current TWU International 
president, began his speech with platitudes 
of his Brooklyn upbringing and history as a 
track worker, saying he will support us fully. 
But “Sleepy John,” as others have called 
him, soon echoed the TA’s contract time lies 
about having budget problems, which we all 
roundly booed. He also mentioned pushing 
for an amendment that would allow us to 
strike in lieu of the fascist Taylor Law. 


Imagine asking the bosses for permis- 
sion to withhold our labor-HA! Samuelsen 
also conveniently forgot to mention that he 
denounced our 2005 strike and gave us abso- 
lutely no support then. 


Local 100 President Ritchie Davis also 
didn’t leave much to the idea that he will 
stand up to management. When a section 
of the crowd began chanting “Hazard Pay!” 
as he discussed our contract, he noticeably 
didn’t return their enthusiasm. 


KKKop Mayor Eric Adams made a 
cameo appearance as well. He stood up 
and lied that his fascist initiative to clear out 
homeless encampments and the emotion- 
ally challenged in the subways with the pigs 
“leads with mental health professionals” 
and that “everyone is trying to distort what 
we are doing.” 
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about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


Adams’ plan has been to flood the trains 
and station platforms with racist cops under- 
ground to attack special needs people, and 
forcing the unhoused to accept dangerous 
shelter conditions aboveground! That’s not 
a distortion at all! 


While the talking heads proved disap- 
pointing, there were signs of hope. When 
one of the speakers said, “This is a militant 
union,” an audience member loudly said, 
“No it’s not!” in response. 


Many of my co-workers aren’t confident 
the union will get them a good contract. 
Truth is, no union under capitalism will get 
any worker what they truly need and de- 
serve. And that’s where the Party comes in, 
to present the only alternative: a communist 
world. 


To that end, I was able to have a discus- 
sion with two train operators during the 
meeting. One criticized the fact that the un- 
ion leadership made no mention at all about 
Tyre Nichols’ racist murder. 


He noted how, as a Black union, that 
was a glaring omission. He also repeated the 
party’s line on having to fight anti-Black rac- 
ism! Luckily, I had a spare CHALLENGE 
on hand to give them. I exchanged contacts 
with them and plan on choosing to work at 
the same line locations they do to keep meet- 
ing with them as much as I can. I hope to 
continue meeting other workers receptive to 
our line and will keep my best foot forward 
in doing so! 


No kinder kkkapitalism 

Liberals and progressives often point out 
that citizens of some countries, especially 
Scandinavian countries, enjoy more ac- 
cess to social services than those in the U.S. 
Other places like Canada and the U.K. pride 
themselves on providing a better quality of 
life because they have universal healthcare. 


However, this is largely theoretical, espe- 
cially when we look more closely at Canada. 
Yes, all Canadians are entitled to free health 
care, but it is difficult for many Canadians 
to take advantage of their benefits. There 
are serious shortages of doctors in sparsely 
populated areas. Specialists are almost non- 
existent except in Vancouver, Toronto, Mon- 
treal or other major cities. People make long 
drives, sometimes days, for cancer care. 


In a possible future communist society, 
we might assign doctors and other medical 
staff to underserved areas. That seems like 
infringing on an individual’s rights to our 
“democratic” minds, right? The difference 
is this — the physician would not be work- 
ing for a wage. He/she wouldn't be tied to a 
large metropolitan area in order to maintain 
a certain lifestyle. His/her lifestyle would 
not be any different from a bus driver, an 
electrician or a teacher. 


Historically, British citizens have been 
very proud of their NHS (National Health 
Service). While they generally fare better 
than folks in the U.S., right wing politicians 
are continually trying to impose “auster- 
ity measures" that would reduce access to 
health care. In Canada, federal and provin- 
cial politicians like Doug Ford are currently 
passing legislation to privatize parts of the 
healthcare system in response to governmen- 
tal failure during the pandemic. Failing the 
public as an excuse to hand workers’ health 
over to the capitalist bosses is the name of 
this game, and it is one liberal politicians in 
countries with universal healthcare will keep 
playing so long as we allow it. 


In short, reforms under capitalism are 
usually short lived or sometimes a complete 
smoke screen. Only under communism will 
all people have access to the care they need 
and deserve. 


GLOSSARY 


COMMUNIST TERMS 


Fascism 


Capitalism’s response to 
a crisis of their system, 
when the bosses can no 
longer sustain the cha- 
rade of liberal democ- 
racy and resort to more 
direct control and state 
terror instead. Fascism is 
marked by the ruling capi- 
talists disciplining their 
own ranks to serve the 
urgent needs of the capi- 
talist state and weather 
the crisis. To defend their 
system from internal and 
external threats, they use 
all the means available 
in their state apparatus, 
including violence. To 
build unity within their 
class and loyalty from 
workers, they rely on 
nationalist politics and 
calls for sacrifice. Their 
strategy is to mislead 
the working class to kill 
our working class sisters 
and brothers in the next 


inter-imperialist war. 
Big Fascists 


The Big Fascists are the 
dominant finance capi- 
talist faction of the U.S. 
ruling class. They repre- 
sent the wealthiest and 
most powerful bosses in 
the U.S., including multi- 
national banks like Chase 
and Citibank, multina- 
tional oil companies like 
ExxonMobil, the big au- 
tomakers, Boeing, Ama- 
zon, and the major media 
companies. As the domi- 
nant grouping since World 
War II, the Big Fascists 
were the architects of the 
liberal world order with 
the U.S. bosses on top. 
Their dominance rests on 
U.S. financial and military 
power and its strategic 
control of the Middle East 
and the flow of oil to Eu- 
rope, Asia, and Africa. To 
sustain this dominance, 
they need to rebuild a 
huge, multiracial military 
for inter-imperialist war, 


most likely with China. 


Small Fascists 


The Small Fascists are a 
group of domestically ori- 
ented U.S. capitalists who 
are challenging the Big 
Fascists over the direction 
of U.S. imperialism. Since 
their interests are less tied 
to controlling the flow of 
oil, they are against heavy 
taxation to keep troops 
in the Middle East and in 
general oppose costly mili- 
tary bases and invasions. 
They're willing to rely on 
a smaller, whiter army, 
backed by nuclear weap- 
ons and the Air Force. They 
use open racism to build a 
political following. 
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Langston Hughes, a poet for the masses 


Continued from page 8 
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heavy air bombardment.” In August 1943, when 
a Black soldier was shot and wounded by a cop after 
a fracas at the Braddock Hotel at West 126th Street, 
the rumor spread that the soldier had been killed. 
In the ensuing rebellion, stores were looted and 
property damage was estimated at up to $5 mil- 
lion. Six thousand National Guardsmen were called 
in and over six hundred people were arrested. (See 
Dominic J. Capeci, Jr., The Harlem Riot of 1943, 
Philadelphia: 1977.) 


To Hughes, the politics of the incident were 
clear. In his August 14, 1943, Chicago Defender col- 
umn addressed to “White Shopkeepers Who Own 
Stores in Negro Neighborhoods,” Hughes wrote: 
“The damage to your stores is primarily a protest 
against the whole rotten system of Jim Crow ghet- 
tos, Jim Crow cars, and Jim Crow treatment of Ne- 
gro soldiers. But, you say, you are not responsible 
for those Jim Crow conditions. Why should your 
windows be broken? They shouldn't. I am sorry 
they are. But I can tell you WHY they are broken.” 
Hughes goes on to cite Black workers’ grievances, 
from racist unemployment to price gouging and 
substandard housing. He ends by observing: “I do 
not believe in mob violence as a solution for so- 
cial problems. But I do understand what it is that 
makes many young people in Negro neighbor- 
hoods an easy prey to that desperate desire born 
of frustration—to which you contribute—to hurl a 
brick through a window.” 


In his book-length poem suite, Montage 
of a Dream Deferred (1951), Hughes included the 
poem “Harlem,” which expresses visceral sensa- 
tions of pent-up rage: 


What happens to a dream deferred? 
Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore---- 

And then run? 

Does it stink like rotten meat? 

Or crust and sugar over ---- 

like a syrupy sweet? 


Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load. 


Or does it explode? 
Writing and Fighting 
anti-communist opppression 


In the late 1940s, as the U.S. capitalist rulers vied 
for world supremacy against the socialist Soviet Un- 
ion, the bosses’ federal government led the charge 
to investigate and harass members of the Com- 
munist Party USA. In January 1949, twelve CPUSA 
leaders, including Black New York City Councilman 
Benjamin Davis Jr., went on trial for violating the 
Smith Act by “advocating the violent overthrow of 
the U.S. government.” Though Hughes never of- 
ficially joined the CPUSA, his communist sympa- 
thies were clear. The FBI placed him under surveil- 
lance. Writing in the Chicago Defender, February 5, 
1949, he declared that the trial was 


the most important thing happening in 
America today... because it is your trial—all 
who question the status quo—who question 
things as they are—all poor people, Negroes, 
Jews, un-white Americans, un-rich Ameri- 
cans are on trial. .. . They are being tried 
because they say it is wrong for anybody— 
Mexicans, Negroes, Chinese, Japanese, Jews, 
Armenians—to be segregated in America; 
because they say it is wrong for anybody to 
make millions of dollars from any business 
while the workers in that business do not 
make enough to save a few hundred dol- 
lars to live on when they get old and broken 
down and unable to work anymore; they 
are being tried because they do not believe 
in wars that kill millions of young men and 
make millions of dollars for those who al- 
ready have millions of dollars; they are being 
tried because they believe it is better in peace 
time to build schools, hospitals, and public 
power projects than to build warplanes and 
battleships. 


By the 1950s, the bosses’ blacklisting and FBI 
harassment led many communists and leftists to 
retreat from open activism. But Hughes kept writ- 
ing for the Chicago Defender until 1962. His bold 
and lyrical poetry, notably the two poems of One- 
Way Ticket (1951) that address lynchings in the 
South, live on as an inspiration to all who struggle 
against racism and for the international working 
class. © 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


U.S., E.U. and Chinese imperialists rename 


the African nation as D.R. Cobalt 

Newsweek, 1/25-The Copper Belt in the Congo 
(DRC)—a 250-mile crescent from Kolwezi to north- 
ern Zambia—is the source of 10 percent of the 
world's copper as well as about half of the world's 
cobalt reserves. Cobalt—deemed "critical" by the 
European Union and "strategic" by the United 
States—is essential for all of today's rechargeable 
batteries, from smartphone and laptop batteries 
to e-bikes and electric vehicles...missile guidance 
systems and more...To extract cobalt in the DRC, 
side-by-side with authorized industrial mining op- 
erations, are hundreds of thousands of "artisanal" 
miners, the vast majority of which operate outside 
any authorized mining areas or safety protocols. 
These men, women and children miners are sub- 
jected to harsh conditions and low wages...The 
Kipushi artisanal mining area ...a vast lunar waste- 
land spanning several square miles...populated by 
peasants using rudimentary tools to hack at the 
earth. More than 3000 women, children and men 
shoveled, scraped and scrounged...With each hack 
at the earth, a puff of dirt floated up like a specter 
into the lungs of the diggers. 


German ruling class struggles to figure out 


what to do with refugees they created 
Der Spiegel, 2/3-When it comes to describ- 
ing the problems in Miltenberg in the German 
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state of Bavaria, District Administrator Marco 
Scherf doesn’t know where to begin. In the past 
year, about 500 people from Syria, Afghanistan 
and North Africa came to the largely rural district, 
along with around 1,500 refugees from Ukraine. 
"There's no more housing, not enough teachers, 
not enough doctors, no free daycare spots," the 
Green Party politician says. Across the country, dis- 
trict administrators and mayors are complaining 
that the numbers of refugees are exceeding their 
capacities...In the past year, more asylum-seekers 
arrived in Germany than at any time in the past six 
years,...217,774 people filed initial applications for 
asylum in Germany in 2022, more than twice as 
many as in 2020, and that's without counting the 
more than 1 million refugees who have come from 
Ukraine. 


Israeli bosses approve of land grab from 


Palestinian workers 

Al Jazeera, 2/13-Israel’s far-right cabinet has 
approved the legalization of nine illegal settler out- 
posts in the occupied West Bank...More than half 
a million Israelis live in more than 200 settlements 
built on Palestinian land considered illegal under 
international laws...The United States, which pro- 
vides billions of dollars in military aid to Israel, has 
yet to comment, but last month its ambassador 
said the country opposes the authorisation of Is- 
raeli outposts. The United Nations has condemned 
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illegal settlements in the occupied Palestinian ter- 
ritories in multiple resolutions and votes. The Is- 
raeli prime minister's office said the decision was 
taken in retaliation for two recent attacks in Jeru- 
salem that killed 10 Israelis...“In response to the 
murderous terrorist attacks in Jerusalem, the se- 
curity cabinet decided unanimously to authorize 
nine communities in Judea and Samaria,” Netan- 
yahu’s office said in a statement... 


Japan prepares to fight China 
in World War Ill 


Nikkei Asia, 2/14—Japan aims to ink a deal in fis- 
cal 2023 to buy as many as 500 Tomahawk cruise 
missiles from the U.S., bolstering its long-range 
strike capability as part of a defense build-up... 
Tokyo seeks to buy the latest Tomahawk model, of 
which the U.S. Navy began receiving deliveries in 
2021. The weapons will be deployed on Maritime 
Self-Defense Force vessels equipped with the Ae- 
gis missile defense system, from which they can 
strike land-based targets more than 1,600 km away. 
Deployment is slated to start in fiscal 2026 and be 
completed the following year. 


The Defense Ministry also looks to extend the 
range of Japan's homegrown Type 12 guided cruise 
missiles to over 1,000 km. Tokyo intends to supple- 
ment the arsenal of the Self-Defense Forces with 
foreign-made missiles until the upgraded Type 12 
enters mass production. 
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This is part one of a three-part series. This article 
is a republication and originally appeared in CHAL- 
LENGE in February 2021. The history here is worth 
reprinting, revisiting, and relearning every year. 


Langston Hughes was the premier 20th-century 
poet for the U.S. working class, and particularly for 
Black workers. He spoke to their dreams of a world 
without racism and the harsh realities of Jim Crow 
and pervasive segregation. Born in 1901 in Joplin, 
Missouri, and raised in the Midwest, Hughes spent 
his early 20s attending colleges, working on ships, 
and traveling through West Africa and Europe. He 
became one of the leading artists of the Harlem 
Renaissance in the 1920s, when writers, musicians, 
painters, sculptors, actors, historians, sociologists, 
and organizers made Harlem a dynamic center for 
culture and politics. Even the Depression of the 
1930s could not dampen this creative environment 
for Black artists, thinkers, and organizers. 


The 1930s was also the decade when many well- 
known artists embraced communist ideas in their 
quest to end the racist inequalities of capitalism. 
In 1932, Hughes went to the Soviet Union with a 
group of Black artists and filmmakers to create a 
film about Black life and racism in the U.S. South 
(The project was canceled after Franklin Roosevelt 
recognized the USSR). Later Hughes traveled to 
Spain for the Baltimore Afro-American, a weekly 
newspaper, to cover the anti-fascist struggle in the 
Spanish Civil War. This was the period of his most 
radical poetry, much of it submitted to New Mass- 
es, a weekly edited by members of the Communist 
Party USA (CP). One of his most famous was “Good 
Morning Revolution,” which Hughes wrote in 1932. 
It openly calls for a society run by and for the work- 
ing class. Here are some excerpts: 


on building an anti-fascist united front to defeat 

Germany in World War II. Black workers and com- 

munists advanced the “Double V” goal—victory 

against the fascists in Europe and victory against 

segregation at home. In 1942, Hughes was hired 

by the Chicago Defender, another prominent Black 

newspaper. His columns attacked the racist abuse 

of Black soldiers stationed in the South, which 

Hughes compared to Nazi Germany. In a February 

26, 1944 column, Hughes described a Black soldier 

just returned to the U.S. from fighting overseas. The 

soldier suffered from “Jim Crow shock, too much 

discrimination—segregation-fatigue which, to a 

sensitive Negro, can be just as damaging as days of 
The political ground shifted in the 1940s, as the 
CP focused less on communist revolution and more 
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